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By: Anders Göranzon, Uppsala (Sweden) 

 
 
Greetings 
 
Sawubona! 
Dumelang! 
Molweni! 
Good morning! 
 
I greet you all in the wonderful name of Our Saviour and Liberator, Jesus Christ! 
 
It is a pleasure to be with you this morning: leaders of the Church. Of Sunday School,  
ELCSASO, ELCSAMO, Youth League, Young Adults’ League, Men’s Prayer League 
and Women’s Prayer League. 
 
Elders, Pastors, Deans, and Bishops. 
 
Visitors! 
 
Dear friends!  
 
Let me start with a greeting from the Bishop of your twin diocese in Sweden, Skara 
Diocese. Bishop Åke Bonnier sent me these words, when he learnt that I was going to 
deliver this address today: 
 
“Dear bishop Phemba, dear all, I heard from Anders that you [will hold a Diocesan 
Rally] and that the theme is [Reformation]. Martin Luther helped us to focus on the 
most important - the cross, and what happened on the cross. I [wish] that we together 
in different ways in our different countries can speak clearly about Jesus and what 
happened on the cross because that is all about grace - and grace alone. Let us 
together [thank] God for the cross - the cross which [is] not a sign of death but a sign 
of life and love. God so loved the world that he gave his son. It is out of love that Jesus 
came. [It is] out of love that Jesus spoke about (and lived and incarnated) the 
kingdom of God. [It is] out of love that he gave his life for us. [It is] out of love that 
[he is] risen from the dead and [it is] out of love that Jesus is among us and now 
among you at your [Diocesan Rally as well as in] your different parishes. [Let us] 
therefore focus on the cross and do it together. I wish bishop Phemba Buthelezi and 
you all, all [God’s] blessings for your [Diocesan Rally] and for your life with your 
families and the life and work in your parishes. +Åke Bonnier” (Åke Bonnier 2016). 
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Bishop Buthelezi and the ELCSA-SED Diocesan Synod at its meeting from 23-24 
August 2016 agreed to ask me to be Guest-Lecturer/Speaker on Luther Lecture in a 
topic relating to Reformation at this Diocesan Rally. When I got the question I felt 
honoured and I feel this even more today, when I look out and see all of you, 
Christian friends. From the bottom of my heart: thank you for having asked me to 
deliver this address. In this I would also like to include the gratitude of the six 
pastoral students from Church of Sweden that are with me here today. 
 
 
Reformation 500 years 
 
The celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation next year 
really starts this weekend. It is going to be a year filled with different activities and 
the climax of the Luther Decade. Just to mention one important occasion: the twelfth 
Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation will gather in Windhoek in Namibia 
between 10 and 16 May 2017. Namibia is, as far as I know, the only country in Africa 
where Lutherans are in majority. Since the epicentre of Christianity have moved from 
the Northern hemisphere to the Southern, it is appropriate to hold this General 
Assembly in Africa. 
 
The Lutheran World Federation is of course spending most of its time on this 
anniversary. For us as Lutherans in either Southern Africa or Sweden it is an 
inspiration to read what the LWF writes about this anniversary. I quote from the 
website: 
 
“Liberated by God’s Grace. 
As Christians liberated by God’s grace, we are free. Free to love and serve our 
neighbor, free to be a responsible citizen in the world and free to be a good steward of 
God’s creation” (LWF 2016a). 
 
This in a beautiful way speaks to the theme of this key note address: 
 

Reformation and the One World 
Stewardship of God’s Grace 

 
This theme and the statement of the LWF clearly show the direction of this 
anniversary. It is not an anniversary for the sake of the church. It is not intended to 
celebrate ourselves as good, reformed Lutherans. Martin Luther was interested in 
God’s mission to the world. So are we. This is summarised in three sub-headings of 
the Reformation Anniversary: 
 
“Salvation – Not for Sale 
Salvation is God’s free gift— this is the central message of the doctrine of justification. 
It expresses a clear critique of concepts that treat salvation as a commodity on the 
‘religious market’.”(LWF 2016a). 
 
“Human beings – Not for Sale 
Every person is created in the image of God and must be fully respected in her/his 
dignity and integrity. Practices that create or increase poverty need to be critically 
addressed by churches” (LWF 2016a). 
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“Creation – Not for Sale 
Nature has to be fully respected and protected as God’s good creation, entrusted to 
human care. It cannot be subject to exploitative human domination nor can its 
resources be exploited as commodities” (LWF 2016a). 
 
In my lecture today I would like to take my departure in these three aspects of our 
theology. But at the end I will also add a fourth one. I will do that at the end of the 
lecture. 
 
Lutheran faith has its focus on salvation; salvation for human beings but also 
salvation for the whole creation. This becomes obvious in a number of articles that 
are available on the website of the Lutheran World Federation. I will draw some 
thoughts from three of those articles. They are written by well-known Lutheran 
theologians, from different parts of the world: 
 

 The President of the LWF, Bishop Munib A. Younan, who is the leader of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land.  

 

 Bishop Dr. Stephen I. Munga, bishop of the North Eastern Diocese of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 

 

 Rev. Dr Elaine Neuenfeldt, pastor of the Evangelical Church of the Lutheran 
Confession in Brazil, Secretary for Women in Church and Society, Department 
for Theology and Public Witness at the LWF in Geneva. 

 
To these voices I also want to add some other voices. Dean Myaka of Umgeni Circuit 
earlier this year asked me to do some research on one of the early Swedish 
missionaries to South Africa. Rev. Fredrik Ljungqvist, also known as uMjele, the 
founder of Appelsbosch Mission. I went to the archives of the Church of Sweden 
Mission and found much material. I have summarised some and left it with Dean 
Myaka and I have promised to send him more, when I have returned to Sweden. 
What I also found was a number of stories from the late nineteenth century. I want to 
share one of the narratives with you today. They also speak about reformation. 
 
Now I have come to first part of the lecture: 
 
 
Salvation – Not for Sale 
 
The most common understanding of the teaching of Martin Luther is that his major 
concern was salvation. Martin Luther, who wrote so many books, also had ideas and 
opinions about many other things. But the question on how to find a merciful God 
was central to him. He came to the conclusion that the doctrine about justification 
through faith alone was and is the doctrine with which the Church stands and falls. If 
we remove this from our teaching the church has no reason to exist. 
 
To say: “Salvation – Not for Sale” carries the same meaning as the doctrine: 
“Justification by faith alone”. We cannot by salvation. We cannot earn salvation. 
Salvation only comes through grace; through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. This was important for Martin Luther in his time. The praxis of granting 
indulgence, which was common during the time of Martin Luther, was a direct cause 
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of his campaign. I am not going to dwell on this, but the Roman Catholic Church had 
a major project: to build a beautiful Church in Rome: St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. For 
this the church needed money. This meant that Christians could, at the time, donate 
an amount of money to the Church, and then get remission of punishment here in 
this world or in purgatory.1 Purgatory, according to Roman Catholic doctrine, is an 
existence of cleansing that takes place between this earthly life and the eternal life. 
Christians could get remission for these kinds of punishments, if they carried out 
specific duties, prayers or donated money. Martin Luther was not against the practice 
of indulgence – only the selling of it. 
 
Today we can ask ourselves: can Christ – in our church or in our parish – offer 
salvation and liberation to people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness or do 
we also expect people to pay for this? 
 
I know this is a dilemma. Every church, every parish needs funds. We cannot run a 
congregation without money. At the same time it is important to confess with Luther, 
that salvation is for free. We must ask ourselves if we sometimes also cross the 
border. As individuals and as a Church.  
 
Salvation has to do with the whole person. This becomes clear in an article by Dr. 
Elaine Neuenfeldt, published on the website of the Lutheran World Federation. Her 
article is part of the booklet, called “Salvation – Not for Sale”. For her, salvation is a 
much down to earth phenomenon. It is spiritual, yes, but it has to do with our whole 
existence. She uses a story from Acts. In the 27th chapter St. Paul finds himself in a 
storm. The whole ship became a shipwreck on the island of Malta. 
 
Dr Neuenfeldt writes about this journey and says that “[a]n itinerary of fear and 
danger in troubled waters is described in the story” (Neuenfeldt 2016:54). She goes 
on to show how the boat is a copy of the whole Roman Empire, with “the centurion, 
prisoners, sailors, workers and wheat” (Neuenfeldt 2016:55). On the ship it becomes 
important that the lives of the people on board are precious. We remember the words 
of St. Paul: “But now I beg you, take heart! Not one of you will lose your life; only the 
ship will be lost” (Acts 27:22, Good News Bible. Today’s English Version). The people 
on board share bread. Dr Neuenfeldt writes: 
“Eating bread in the midst of sorrow and fear has the symbolic power to bind those 
sharing the circle of bread and solidarity together. They are in the same boat. They 
need to seek solutions for their problems together” (Neuenfeldt 2016:57). 
This is only one of many examples from the bible, how salvation has to do with our 
lives.  
 
We are all in the midst of storms and difficult times. South Africa as a nation is also 
dealing with major challenges; Sweden and the rest of Europe as well. An important 
task for the Church today, is to share bread with the poor. We break this bread in 
every Eucharist service and we also need to do it literally with one another in the 
communities. 
 
This takes us to the second part of the second theme of the celebrations: 

                                                   
1 In 1567 Pope Pius V cancelled all grants of indulgences involving fees or other financial transactions 
(Catholic Encyclopedia available at: http://www.catholic.com/tracts/myths-about-indulgences 
[Accessed on 28 =ct0ber 2016]).  

http://www.catholic.com/tracts/myths-about-indulgences
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Human beings – Not for Sale 
 
The President of the Lutheran World Federation, Bishop Munib Younan from 
Palestine, takes us back to the founding of the Lutheran World Federation in Lund, 
Sweden in 1948. 
 “Our global communion was founded with the purpose of providing aid and relief to 
people in Europe suffering displacement and poverty after World War II. After that 
conflict, one out of every six Lutherans in the world was either a refugee or internally 
displaced person” (Younan 2016:34). 
This was more than sixty years ago. Not much has changed. The number of refugees 
and migrants are increasing. Did you know that the President of the Lutheran World 
Federation is himself a refugee? He writes: 
“My family belongs to the 1948 refugees. I still carry an UNWRA2 refugee card. My 
home is in Beit Safafa, near the Gilo settlement built on confiscated Palestinian land. 
With other Palestinians, I seek the just establishment of a Palestinian state within the 
1967 borders, living alongside Israel in peace, justice and reconciliation” (Younan 
2016:34). 
Bishop Younan first learned about the Lutheran church when he received a cup of hot 
chocolate at the Martin Luther School in the Old City of Jerusalem. Later he 
“understood that the Lutheran theology of justification by faith alone drives us as 
Christians to serve freely even as we receive gratefully. We have received everything 
through God’s gracious love. It is a free gift that can never be repaid” (Younan 
2016:35). 
We have much to learn from his example, especially when we open our countries, 
homes or churches to refugees. Bishop Younan writes: 
“We do not honor this dignity when we see the refugee as anything but a charity case. 
Refugees do not exist so that we can help them and feel better about ourselves. 
Instead, the Christian disciple is invited to experience the face of God in the refugee, 
just as we see the face of God in other people who belong to our families and our 
congregations” (Younan 2016:35). 
For me, being from Sweden, the challenge from Bishop Younan is clear: 
“… migrants are escaping political problems, often caused by the postcolonial 
experiences of their home countries; the problems they face have been caused by the 
legacy of Western colonization” (Younan 2016:38). So, he rightly points to the 
problems Europe has in receiving migrants. Please, when you pray for us in the 
North, pray that our eyes should be opened. So we see that the refugees and migrants 
are gifts. So that we experience the face of God in the refugee, as Bishop Younan 
writes. 
 
Jesus was also a traveller. Being the eternal Son of the Father, the Son left the 
heavenly dimension and became a human being. Isn’t that a transition? Before Jesus 
was even born, his mother Mary and his earthly father, Josef, travelled from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem. After giving birth to Jesus they literally became refugees in Egypt. And 
Jesus continued to travel throughout his own life. Until he ascended into heaven, as 
we confess in our creed every Sunday. 

                                                   
2 UNRWA: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian refugees in the Near East. 
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In his article Bishop Younan also challenges the whole Lutheran Communion about 
Gender Justice. The Lutheran World Federation has issued a Gender Justice Policy. 
This is an important document to study.  
 “This contextualizing strategy will allow us effectively to put the policy to work in our 
context. I endorse this process for all member churches of the LWF. Without being 
contextualized in Palestine, Brazil, Indonesia and other regions of the LWF, the 
Gender Justice Policy would simply be a document on a shelf. But gender justice is 
too important for us to let that happen” (Younan 2016:40). 
He writes about how this document is being translated into Arabic and contextualized 
in the Palestinian situation. Maybe this document also could be translated into 
isiZulu? 
 
If it is true, that humans being are not for sale, it also means that we have to treat 
women and men equally. I am not going to impose anything today. I will just ask a 
simple question: are men and women treated equally in South Africa? In ELCSA? 
 
Human beings are not for sale. This brings me to a story told by uMjele in a letter 
from 1890, sent from Appelsbosch back to Sweden. 
 
A colonist travelled together with a young Zulu, a little boy, who drove the ox wagon. 
They were caught in bad weather. It was cold and misty and the young boy became 
very cold. He sat on the wagon, pulled by oxen, but suddenly he stopped and froze. 
He closed his eyes, couldn’t talk and the farmer thought he would die. Therefore the 
farmer put the young boy in the wagon and covered him with blankets, but it did not 
help. After a while he lay down himself and drew the young boy close to himself. This 
helped and the little boy started to breathe again. 
 
uMjele continues the story by telling about an old man at Appelsbosch. His name was 
Elifase. uMjele and his wife found this man when they came to Appelsbosch. Every 
Sunday he came to church carrying his Bible and according to uMjele Elifase knew 
the biblical stories very well. 
 
When uMjele thereafter met an American Missionary, Tyler, who told uMjele that 
Elifase once was an ordained pastor in the American Mission. When the brother of 
Elifase died, Elifase had to take care of the widow, his sister-in-law. Being accused of 
polygamy Elifase could no longer be a pastor.  
 
The American missionary, Tyler, then told uMjele that Elifase once was rescued by a 
farmer, when he almost froze to death. So, the young boy in the story was in fact 
Elifase. Elifase became an assistant to uMjele. The way uMjele writes about him, 
shows that they became good friends. 
 
One important thing that uMjele writes about Elifase is that Elifase never took his 
sister-in-law as wife. This – the way I understand it – must have been something that 
the American mission thought, based on prejudice (Ljungqvist 1886b:145-149). 
 
Human Beings – Not for Sale. I am happy that Elifase got his vindication at last. 
 
The last part of my address is the third theme of the Lutheran World Federation 
celebration of Reformation 500 years: 
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Creation – Not for Sale 
 
As a link between the second and the third part – Human beings and creation – I am 
going to ask Moa, one of the pastoral students from Church of Sweden to come 
forward.  
 
Imagine that you find yourself in the Swedish countryside, where young girls are 
looking after cattle. They stay with cattle on their own and in order to either call the 
cattle together or even communicate with other girls in the neighbourhood they shout 
on the pithc of their voice. In Swedish we call this: 
 
Kula 
 

* * * * * 
 
Bishop Munga from the Lutheran Church in Tanzania writes about his country and 
how dependant his people are on farming and pastoralism. He refers to the history of 
the country and especially mentions how Europeans of the nineteenth century, 
plundered the land and its natural resources. This legacy has caused an on-going, 
neo-colonial system, where a few wealthy, including companies as well as 
transnational corporations, own the land and the masses are disposed. (We also know 
this from the South African context). 
 
This is not in line with the biblical message. Bishop Munga refers to Leviticus 25, 
which speaks about the Sabbath year, the year of rest and of the fiftieth sabbatical 
year – the year of jubilee. 
 
“The text from Leviticus gives us a taste not only of how jubilee is related to liberation 
but also how land stands at the heart of what is to be liberated in the jubilee year. 
Land is equal to being able to exist—this applies particularly to the poor” (Stephen 
Munga 2016:42). 
 
Bishop Munga ends his article with a plea to the Lutheran World Federation: 
 
“If the LWF declares that we are “liberated” then it should as a communion of 
churches attend to those who are suffering. Let this be God’s calling and sending to 
the special mission of jubilee—liberating those who are subjected to the pains of 
injustice” (Stephen Munga 2016:46). 
 
This is in line with the life and mission of Dr Martin Luther. Professor Claus 
Nürnberger, a South African Lutheran scholar, writes that we can learn from Luther 
that: 
 
“God’s word is the proclaimed Word, that it is, in all its forms, God’s redemptive 
response to actual human needs – whether the need is caused by guilt, rejection, 
oppression, poverty, meaninglessness, disease, or death” (Nürnberger 2005:2). 
 
The land issue is foundational in every society. This also became clear to me, when I 
read the stories from Rev. Ljungqvist and the establishing of Appelsbosch Mission 
station. UMjele writes that people who came to settle at Appelsbosch had to pay rent. 
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The reason was that Church of Sweden Mission had bought the land. In the American 
Mission, which I referred to earlier, the people could get land for free, because the 
American Mission had been given land for free – possibly by local chiefs.3 
 
Therefore it was with great joy that we visited the Circuit Centre in Bishopstowe. It 
was once bought by Hermannsburg Mission but it now belongs to ELCSA. This is as it 
should be. The way the Circuit, under the leadership of Dean Myaka, works with this 
project gives me and many others hope. 
 
Creation is not for sale. The way chicken can graze freely on that land, shows that 
ELCSA is moving towards sustainable and ecological farming. 
 
When I earlier referred to the people who wanted to settle at Appelsbosch, but had to 
pay rent, I have to inform you what uMjele also writes. He says that the major 
concern of people, who arrived there, was to get education for their children. 
 
This brings me to my fourth point. And now I leave the website of the Lutheran 
World Federation. 
 
 
Education – not for sale 
 
This was at the heart of the mission societies of the nineteenth century. Schools were 
built. In Appelsbosch and elsewhere.  
 
This was also at the heart of Martin Luther. When he nailed his 95 theses on the 
church door at Wittenberg it was not an act aimed at provoking the Pope. The church 
door served as a notice board. He wanted to alert his students to a seminar that was 
going to be held. And the 95 these were part of their prescribed reading. (This was 
before internet). And we know how Martin Luther and the other reformation leaders 
thereafter embarked on a project to educate the people. The Small Catechism is proof 
of that. 
 
Today South Africa is grappling with this issue. Is Education for sale or should 
education also be free? 
 
Your children, the young people of our time, are expressing something at our 
campuses: they look picture a future where education will be available for free, vor 
everyone. 
 

                                                   
3 ”Många af de gudstjenstbesökande kommo till oss och uttryckte sin glädje övwer, att vi kommit. Dock 
– ”det är icke allt guld som glimmar”. De och framför allt deras barn wille underwisas, sade de; men 
hand i hand dermed gick den frågan: ”har du köpt platsen?” De sade sig wara mycket angelägne att 
flytta hit för att bo läraren närmare, men egentligen menade de för att komma närmare godt bete 
och goda åkerfält. Då jag upplyste dem om, att ifall platsen för missionen inköptes, hade de att 
betala arrende för sina jordstycken, syntes somliga förwånade och hänwisade till de amerikanska 
stationerna, som kunna och måste upplåta land åt de infödde för intet, derför att de i den gamla goda 
tiden fått flera tusen acres land åt sig upplåtet för intet” (Ljungqvist 1886a:228) 
 



9 
 

On Monday me and the Swedish students were present on Main Campus in 
Pietermaritzburg. A peaceful gathering was suddenly broken up by police, who came 
in their numbers and hand cuffed some students and even two lecturers. 
 
I can also tell what I have seen. Heavily armed police officers are patrolling the spaces 
where our young people are supposed to be allowed to move freely. Though a court 
interdict the University of KwaZulu-Natal has the right to break up any gathering of 
more than five students. 
 
This is now a challenge to you as leaders. Is this also happening at the University 
where we are going tomorrow – University of Zululand? And what will be the 
response by the Church? 
 
My plea is: journey with the youth. Listen to them.  
 
 
Finally 
 
On Monday there will be a historical gathering in my home country. The 31 October, 
Reformation Day, there will be a joint Ecumenical Commemoration in Lund and 
Malmö, in the South of Sweden.  
 
“It will begin with a liturgy in Lund Cathedral and continue with a public event in 
Malmö Arena that will be open to wider participation. 
Pope Francis, LWF President Bishop Dr Munib A. Younan and LWF General 
Secretary Rev. Dr Martin Junge will lead the common prayer service in Lund and the 
event in Malmö, in cooperation with leaders from Church of Sweden and the Catholic 
Diocese of Stockholm” (LWF 2016b). 
 
This is indeed the first time leaders of the Lutheran World Communion together with 
the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, celebrate the reformation. It is in deed a 
historic event. 
 
Why does it take place in Lund, in Sweden? The reason is that the Lutheran World 
Federation was founded in Lund in 1952. 
 
But it is a global celebration – and the next climax is the General Assembly in 
Windhoek. 
 
Let us hope and pray that these celebrations become beacons of hope for the world. 
That it will be clear, beyond doubt, that we as Lutheran proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in this world. That we believe in Reformation as a tool to establish One World. 
That we want to be stewards of God’s Grace: 
 
Salvation – not for sale! 
Human beings – not for sale! 
Creation – not for sale! 
Education – not for sale! 
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